
On 1st May 2019, the congregation very clearly voted to support plans
for the refurbishment of the main church building, details of which are
found in the Vision 50 booklet.  

While not being bound by a timescale, our initial ‘faith goal’ is to have
saved £250,000 by the end of 2020, enabling us to proceed with the
work in 2021.  We’re aware that this is a significant goal yet at the
same time we look to God who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine.  The sooner we can carry out and pay for the
refurbishment, the more we can keep down both the costs of the
refurbishment as well as borrowing costs.  Your ongoing support is so
appreciated as we step forward as a congregation with the Lord in
faith, courage, innovation and humble dependence on Him.

WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE
In Ballyloughan we have 3 funds: our Freewill Offering finances the ongoing ministry
expenditures of the congregation, while our Missions Fund provides support to various
mission projects in Ireland and overseas.  We want to ensure that giving to these funds
does not decrease so that the ministries and mission of our congregation remain
adequately resourced.

Our Property Fund is used to meet all of the costs involved in the ongoing maintenance
and development of the church’s property, including the church refurbishment.  We
currently bring in on average £4500 per month to this fund.  For us to reach our ‘faith
goal’ requires us to bring in on average £8000 per month.

Regular giving to the Property Fund
We’re asking for two things in relation to our Property Fund.  First, if you do not already
contribute to our Property Fund, please consider doing so through our Property Fund
envelopes or through a Standing Order.  Second, we’re asking all contributors to
increase their giving to our Property Fund.  If each contributor was to increase their
current level of giving to our Property Fund by £30 per month, this would put us on
course to reach our goal.  We understand that for some such an increase isn’t possible -
all we ask is that you give generously according to what is possible; for others,
sacrificial giving will mean more than a £30 increase.

OTHER INFORMATION
Standing order information
A Standing Order is when you tell your bank to pay a fixed amount to someone straight
from your account at regular intervals. The money is taken from your account
automatically on a fixed date and will show up on your statement.  To create a
Standing Order to give to Ballyloughan’s Property Fund you can use the account details
below to set it up via your online banking, or provide this information to your local bank
branch.  Please also inform our Treasurer if you set up a Standing Order.

Bank: Ulster Bank

Branch: Wellington Street, Ballymena

Sort Code: 98-02-90

Account No: 18904179

Payee’s Name: Ballyloughan Presbyterian Property Fund

Cheques
Cheques should be made payable to Ballyloughan Presbyterian Church Property Fund.

What happens to my gifts if the refurbishment does not go ahead as
planned?
We trust, give and pray that the refurbishment will go ahead as planned!  Of course,
this is dependent on how well we can raise the necessary funds.  We ask you to give
in the understanding that should the plan for the refurbishment be unable to proceed, the
money which you have given to the Property Fund will remain in this fund and will be
used for any other future developments as well as ongoing maintenance costs.

WE TRUST THAT THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN OF HELP TO YOU AS YOU
CONSIDER YOUR RESPONSE TO THE REFURBISHMENT PROJECT.  THANK
YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO READ AND CONSIDER IT.
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One-off gifts
Some of you may be in the position where giving a significant one-off donation is
possible and indeed preferable.  This would be very helpful to us, particularly
considering we will require a reserve of approximately £250,000 before we can
approach banks to borrow the remainder.

Interest free loans
The less money we need to borrow from the bank the more we will save on bank
interest costs.  If therefore, when we reach the stage of borrowing, you’re in a position
to provide an interest free loan this would be of great help.

Gift aid scheme
If you are a UK Tax Payer then you can increase the value of your donations by 25% at
no extra cost to you or the church.  This money comes from HMRC and is available to
all registered charities.  You can make use of this scheme by filing out one of the ‘Gift
Aid Declaration’ forms - ask our Treasurer for one of these forms.

CONSIDERING YOUR RESPONSE
• SEE THIS AS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY: an opportunity to practically

express your thankfulness to God for His blessing on your life in some
way and for the church family of Ballyloughan; an opportunity to make
an investment in the present and future of Ballyloughan and an
investment in the kingdom of God - one that will have eternal
significance.

• CONSIDER JESUS: remember the generosity of Jesus toward us - he
gave up glory in heaven, came to earth and didn’t hold back in pouring
out his life for us.  In response, the Bible calls us not just to give God our
loose change, rather to be sacrificial in joyful response to His great
goodness to us (see 2 Corinthians 8:7-9).  Of course some have greater
resources than others, so we do not seek equal amounts of giving from
everyone but we do seek equal levels of sacrifice as illustrated in the
story of the widow’s priceless gift (see Mark 12:41-44).

• BE PRAYERFUL: take time to be still before the Lord, to ask of Him how
He would have you respond and to pray that whatever you give would
be used wisely and bring great honour to Him.

• PLAN YOUR GIVING: giving to God should not be haphazard, or
simply what we happen to have in our wallet on a particular day.  It
requires planning: planning at the beginning of each year or each
month what our giving target is going to be, setting that money aside
and then making choices, often sacrificial choices, regarding how we
use the rest of our money so that we can honour that target (see 1
Corinthians 16:2).

VISION 50 - HOW I WILL RESPOND
To help you think through how you will financially respond to our Vision 50, we invite you to
consider this Response Form.  We are not asking for this form to be returned - rather it is a tool
for you to personally work through what you will financially commit to the Property Fund.  Please
remember that we also want to ensure that giving to our Freewill Offering and Missions Funds
does not decrease so that the ministries of the congregation are adequately resourced.

I will respond through Regular Giving…

I/we currently give an amount of £ ..........................................................................................................................

each week / month / quarter / year* to the Property Fund.

So long as circumstances remain stable, I/we will increase this figure to the following amount:

£5  � £10  � £30  � £50  � £100  � £200  �

£500  � £1000  � Other  £ ..........................................................................................................

each week / month / quarter / year*  -  for a period of one / two / three / four / five* years

*circle as appropriate

And / or I will respond through a Cash donation…
I/we pledge to donate a lump sum to the Property Fund in addition to my/our regular giving to
the life of Ballyloughan.

I/we will donate  £ ...................................................... on ........................................................................ (date/s)

And / or I will respond by providing an Interest Free Loan…
The less money we need to borrow from the bank the more we will save on bank interest costs.  If
therefore, when we reach the stage of borrowing, you’re in a position to provide an interest free
loan this would be of great help.  Speak with our Treasurer about this.

I/we could make an interest free loan of  £ ..........................................................................................................

ASSUMING MY/OUR CURRENT FINANCIAL AND OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES REMAIN THE
SAME, THIS IS MY/OUR COMMITMENT.

Name(s) ................................................................................................................................................................................

Date ........................................................................................................................................................................................

PLEASE RETAIN THIS FORM AS A RECORD OF YOUR COMMITMENT


