
(Please take this letter home with you, to read and consider) 

 

Ballyloughan Presbyterian Church 
 

Main Church Building Refurbishment 
 

Introduction 

 

Over the past 15 years, Ballyloughan has progressively refurbished most of its suite of buildings.  

The Welcome Area was constructed in 2005 with the addition of the Coffee Dock in 2009; the 

Kitchen was refurbished in 2010 followed by the North Room/Youth Room in 2012 and Main 

Hall/Jubilee Room in 2015-16.  We are thankful to God and to you as a congregation for your 

support and generosity which has meant that all associated loans have been cleared well ahead of 

schedule. 

 

At recent meetings, Kirk Session and Congregational Committee have considered the potential 

refurbishment of the main church building.  Unlike the rest of the rooms and hall, the main 

church building has not been refurbished since it was constructed some 40 years ago, other than 

some improvements to the front in 2007.  The interior is showing its age and there are a range of 

issues that would need to be addressed in any refurbishment. 

 

We are thankful for what God has been doing over the years in Ballyloughan and we will always 

be of the view that the most important ‘building’ is the work of God in people’s lives.  We do not 

simply aim to have a ‘nicer’ building, but to provide an environment that will be a useful 

resource in enhancing the Christian ministry of the congregation well into the future. 

 

Principles 

 

Kirk Session initially set down what they viewed were some of the principles that should be 

borne in mind. 

 

People    The ‘church’ is the people of God, no matter where we meet. Because the church is the 

people of God, this means we want our building to serve people well, both existing and potential 

members of the church family.  For example, creating a warm, welcoming, comfortable 

environment, as free from as much distraction as possible – enabling people to encourage each 

other, discover Jesus, experience new life, worship God together and hear Him speak. 
 

Community   Church is a community of God’s people, not individuals who happen to be in the 

one place.  Our worship is something we do together, with each other, for the Lord’s praise as 

well as for our edification.  Ephesians 5:19: “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord…”  The architecture of our 

building should promote such community, this corporate nature of worship. 

 

Place   It is a church building, where the people of God meet together.  While the Holy Spirit 

dwells within people and not within a building we also acknowledge that many people, including 

those with little Christian experience, expect a church building to be somewhat different from 

any other building; to an extent providing a sanctuary from the routine and busyness of life, 

where they are pointed to God.  However the building should also have some degree of 

flexibility so that it may be effectively utilised.  



Next Generation   It is important that we pass on to the next generation a good spiritual legacy, 

but also a good legacy in terms of facilities conducive to ministry and worship in the present and 

the future.  In another 40 years, inevitably some of us will have passed on and our children will 

then be in middle age, so what we do now to an extent affects them more than us! 

 

Playing Your Part 

 

At its meeting on 20th November 2017, Kirk Session considered the principles, issues and the 

likely timetable of a possible refurbishment of the main church building and concluded 

unanimously that a start should be made on the process of developing an appropriate scheme. 

 

We invite you to join with us in this process in two ways: 

 

(i) Firstly, by praying for us.  Kirk Session and Committee do not have all or indeed 

most of the answers.  We simply want to move forward on a path that allows God, by 

his Holy Spirit, to continue to work among us for His glory. 

 

(ii) Secondly, in any project of this nature it is important to hear the ideas and aspirations 

of those who are affected by the scheme.  We would love to hear from you and we 

would really appreciate you taking the time to consider the principles above and then 

complete and return the attached Response Form - to pass on your ideas and helpful 

suggestions. 

 

Many thanks for your faithful and willing partnership in the service of the Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Ballyloughan Kirk Session 

 

February 2018 


